Acute intermittent porphyria complicated by pregnancy.
The case of a woman with acute intermittent porphyria complicated by two pregnancies is described. Both pregnancies gave an exacerbation of the disease. Premature delivery were necessary for both children due to intrauterine growth retardation. The first child died from respiratory distress syndrome, but the second child was healthy apart from transient abstinence symptoms due to pethidine given to the mother during pregnancy. The effect of pregnancy on acute intermittent porphyria is discussed.